AFTER   EVEREST
he should be admitted into the temples. But here hrf^
found himself up against the vested interests of the classes
which keep the outcaste out. Though certain high-souled
men of the Hindu community have responded, yet in many .
parts of India no single untouchable has been allowed one
yard nearer the temples in spite of Mr. Gandhi's campaign.
And, if anyone could have brought it off, Mr. Gandhi
could have done so, with the universal respect in which
he is held. Vested interests won in most places ; but it
is a barren victory, for it has led to the very decision that
has already been mentioned, the resolution of many out-
castes to leave the religion that has for centuries deprived
them of the rights of human beings, and go to some other
faith which offers them something more worthy in the way
of manhood.
In Travancore, however, in November 1936, His High-
ness the Maha Raja issued an edict that all Hindu Temples
controlled by the Travancore Government should open their
gates to Hindus of all castes. This is a really great event
in the history of Hinduism, and of human relationships,
and in my opinion is a real triumph for Christian Principles.
That this most hide-bound and conservative religion should
recognize Christ's cardinal principle of the equality of man
is a tremendous thing.1
The caste system is not an unmixed evil. It has given-
a solidarity to Indian society which has stood the test
of centuries; but just as one cannot accept the present
social conditions of England as being in accordance with
the Christian ideal, so, while seeing the better side of
caste, one cannot but condemn it. In doing so, one finds
that many of the more enlightened Hindus are of the same
opinion, and in some of the large cities, with their more
advanced education, inter-caste marriages have already
taken place. This is a very large step towards the abolition
of caste, which is bound to come sooner or later. In an
1 For a discussion on this event, see B. Mathews's book, India
Reveals Herself, pp. 131, 132.
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